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7 A, NTS, 2005 %
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What Is the Responsible Whistleblowing?
—For the Teaching of Engineering Ethics—

Koji KAWAKITA

The obvious way to remove the need for whistleblowing is for management to allow greater
freedom and openness of communication within the organization. The crucial factor is the
creation of an atmosphere of positive affirmation of engineers’ efforts to assert and defend their
professional judgments in matters involving ethical considerations. Yet there will always
remain a set of norms concerning the responsible whistleblowing by individual engineers. So
my view is that the teaching of engineering ethics should contain such rules and steps as C. K.
Gunsalus (associate provost of univ. of lllinois) suggests, as well as the precautionary principle.

(Keywords: whistleblowing, bad news, the precautionary principle)
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Rule One: Consider Alternative Explanations
(Especially That You May Be Wrong)
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Rule Two : In Light of Rule One, Ask Questions, Do Not Make Charges
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Rule Three : Figure Out What Documentation Supports Your Concerns and Where It Is
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Rule Four : Separate Your Personal and Professional Concerns
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Rule Five : Assess Your Goals
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Rule Six : Seek Advice and Listen to It
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Step One : Review Your Concerns with Someone You Trust
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Step Two : Listen to What That Person Tells You
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Step Three : Get a Second Opinion and Take That Seriously, Too
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Step Four : If You Decide to Initiate Formal Proceedings, Seek Strength In Numbers
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